
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 TOWN OF COVERT, SENECA COUNTY 

REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING 

August 13, 2018 
 

The regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Covert was held Monday, August 13, 2018 at 

7:00 p.m. at the Town of Covert Municipal Building, 8469 South Main Street, Interlaken, New York.                                             

Roll Call:  Supervisor Michael Reynolds Present 
 Councilman Deborah Nottke Present 
 Councilman Jeffrey Vann Present 
 Councilman Bill Bishop Present 
 Councilman Brayton Foster Present 
Others Present: Town Clerk Leslie Adams-Compton, Highway Superintendent Jeffrey MacCheyne, Town 

Attorney Patrick Morrell,  and other interested citizens. 

 

Call to order: Supervisor Reynolds called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. All rose for the pledge of 

allegiance.   

 

Approval of Minutes:  Vann moved, seconded by Nottke, to approve the minutes from July 9, 2018. Aye-

Vann, Aye-Foster, Aye-Nottke and Aye-Bishop. 

 

Highway Superintendent MacCheyne gave his report of maintenance and repair of roads & equipment. 

MacCheyne said that the old truck would be heading to auction in Rochester in October. Previous bids 

were not enough money. 

 

Foster shared that he had met with Councilman Vann to discuss the moratorium on solar and wind 

facilities  and cell towers, and renewable energy. He believes the community is 'deadlocked' on the 

issue. People like the idea of them as long as it's somebody else's backyard. Foster proposed a 

"renewable energy structure" defined as any structure, not a residence, whose primary purpose is to 

generate renewable energy, any solar array or any tower, regardless of the purpose, limited to its height 

+ 20'.  Vann shared that this would be an addition to the Land Management Ordinance and asked that 

the board would meet one on one, by two's to discuss the issue. 

 

Vann shared that Nottke, Adams-Compton and he interviewed two applicants for the Deputy Clerk 

position and agreed on a new Deputy Clerk. The council thought that a starter wage should be set with a 

trial period, and the opportunity for a wage increase in a month or two, at the Town Clerk's discretion. 

 

Nottke shared that the info-seeking sessions for the Census had been completed and materials mailed 

back to the Census Bureau. Nottke also shared that the EMS contract meeting will be set for September, 

date TBA. 

 

Supervisor Reynolds shared that Seneca County can send Bill Clark to speak to the Board at the regular 

Town Board meeting on September 10th regarding the Seneca County Multi-Jurisdiction Hazard 

Mitigation Plan and that it will have to be adopted by October 1st, 2018. Vann asked that a Public 

Hearing be advertised with a copy of the 300 page Plan available at the Town Clerk's. He also noticed 

that a list of emergency contacts do not appear in the plan. The Public Safety division of the Office of 

Emergency Management oversees the Hazard Mitigation Plan. 

 

Reynolds also shared that the Cayuga Lake Watershed sent a request for membership in their inter-

municipal organization for the Watershed Restoration & Protection Plan. SC Soil and Water has been 



helpful to the town and allowed access to grants, but some of the environmental organizations have not 

been beneficial to the Town. There was some discussion on how it is decided who receives donations 

from the Town and Morrell shared that with membership in inter-municipal organizations, there may be 

access to grant monies, but not so with "networks". Reynolds will ask the Cayuga Lake Watershed to 

come speak to the Board. 

 

Morrell shared that the Covert/Interlaken/Trumansburg Fire Contract cost has increased less than 5%, 

but otherwise it is the same as previous years. 

 

Morrell asked whether the Board is still considering using the Highway Equipment Reserve Fund for 

payment of the new pick-up truck. He said that there would have to be a permissive referendum. The 

board could decide to use the fund for the truck, the citizens would have 30 days to petition before the 

money could be appropriated. It was decided that there would be enough money in the budget to cover 

the truck. 

 

Reynolds brought up participation in the NYS Deferred Compensation Plan, a voluntary retirement 

savings plan.  He offered the information packet to the Board for review. 

  

Town Clerk Adams-Compton appointed Brian A. Quan as Town of Covert Deputy Clerk. 

 

Bishop moved, seconded by Foster, to set the wage for the Deputy Town Clerk at $12.00/hour with a 

revaluation after 2 months employment. Aye-Vann, Aye-Nottke, Aye-Bishop and Aye-Foster. 

 

Vann moved, seconded by Nottke, to approve the Supervisor's Income and Expenditure report for the 

month of July 2018. Aye-Vann, Aye-Nottke, Aye-Bishop and Aye-Foster. 

 

Foster moved, seconded by Bishop, to approve the Highway Superintendent’s report for the month of 

July 2018. Aye-Vann, Aye Nottke, Aye-Foster and Aye-Bishop. 

 

Nottke moved, seconded by Vann, to approve the Town Clerk’s monthly report. The total revenue was 

$933.00 and $585.06 was remitted to the Supervisor for the month of July 2018. Aye-Vann, Aye-Bishop, 

Aye-Nottke and Aye-Foster. 

  

Vann moved, seconded by Nottke, to approve the Code Enforcement Officer's report for the month of 

July 2018. Aye-Vann, Aye-Foster, Aye-Nottke and Aye-Bishop. 

 

Nottke moved, seconded by Bishop, to approve the Dog Control Officer's report for the month of July 

2018. Aye-Vann, Aye-Foster, Aye-Nottke and Aye-Bishop. 

 

Vann moved, seconded by Nottke, that Highway Fund Vouchers #99-116 in the amount of $144,478.57 

and General Fund Vouchers #109-132 in the amount $17,708.15 be approved for payment. Aye-Foster, 

Aye-Nottke, Aye-Bishop and Aye-Vann. 

 

Vann moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 p.m.  Aye-Vann, Aye-Nottke, Aye-Bishop and Aye-Foster.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Leslie Adams-Compton,  Town Clerk 


